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Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

2:00pm Brookdale Worship 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 
On the Lenten Road 

 

How many times have you seen “The Wizard of Oz?” Remember 

holding your breath as the tornado deposited Dorothy and Toto in a 

strange land far from home where danger and surprise lurked around 

every bend in the yellow brick road? Remember celebrating as the 

wizard gave Dorothy’s companions those qualities they longed for—

qualities they possessed already, but had not discovered until their 

difficult journey called them forth? And how many times have you 

cried as Dorothy closed her eyes, clicked her ruby slippers together 

three times and said “There’s no place like home… There’s no place 

like home…” …and was transported back to reality, to the home she 

loved and thought she had lost forever? 

 In his book Lifesigns, Henri Nouwen describes our human 

condition in this way: “Probably no word better summarizes the 

suffering of our time than the word ‘homeless.’ It reveals one of our 

deepest and most painful conditions, the condition of not having a 

sense of belonging, of not having a place where we can feel safe, 

cared for, protected and loved.” He goes on to claim that, like 

Dorothy, all of us are on a journey searching for home. 

 “Return to me… return to the Lord.” The voice of God, echoed 

by the prophet Joel in chapter 2, is a clear, inviting signpost on this 

journey toward home that Nouwen describes. This call of God offers a 

way to find our way when we feel lost or when we realize we have 

been gone too long from home. “Return to me with all your heart; with 

fasting, with weeping, with mourning. Rend your hearts, not your 

clothing.”  The Lenten season provides us a unique opportunity to 

engage in this journey—the sometimes arduous journey we undertake 

in order to center our human lives more completely in the divine life, in 

order to find our true home in God. 
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 Throughout the Bible, the metaphor of “journeying” is used to 

describe our life with God. Throughout history, spiritual travelers and 

seekers have undertaken pilgrimages as they sought to deepen their 

understandings of themselves and of God. Hymns, both old and new, 

describe the journey… “I am a poor, wayfaring stranger, traveling 

through this world of woe…” “We are travelers on a journey, fellow 

pilgrims on the road. We are here to help each other walk the mile 

and bear the load.” Journey is an apt motif for our life with God 

because of the rich symbolic meaning the metaphor provides. 

Journeys take us out of our usual patterns of behavior and practice, 

push us out into the unknown, shake us up and call out of us new ways 

of thinking and being. Pilgrimages can be arduous and difficult, 

surprising and delightful, shared or taken alone. Journeys have the 

potential to transform us, to teach us, to make us new.  

We begin the Lenten journey on Feb 10 as we receive the ashes 

of our identity and mortality on Ash Wednesday. Through worshiping 

together during the Lenten season and by taking time to participate in 

a Lenten study group, our solitary journeys can intersect, so that we 

don’t have to go it alone as we face our mortality, confess that which 

we prefer to keep hidden, allow our wounds to be healed and our 

lives to be reordered, and offer our homeless, impoverished, thirsty, 

diminished selves to Jesus to be transformed. 

As you undertake this journey, come to worship and join one of 
our Lenten small groups, join us for Free for All, or come to prayers on 
Tuesday at noon. Make the effort to join hands with your fellow 
pilgrims who are seeking to answer God’s call to “return home.” Claim 
the time to listen for the voice within you, as you make room for 
silence in which to empty yourself of that which binds you, keeps you 
exiled and outside the community, and holds you captive in soul and 
spirit. Choose to open yourself to the shoots of new life waiting to be 
born in you, as the days lengthen toward spring and the signs of 
resurrection emerge around and within you. I’ll see you on the road! 
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 
Every Sunday @ 9:00am 

Look for details in e-news & worship guide. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

See page 8 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

GET REAL 2.0 
1st Wednesday of every month beginning at 5:30pm 
Join us for a POTLUCK and program called Get Real 2.0 that will be led by 

PBC members. Nursery and children’s activities provided. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
Meets every other month for lunch and program. 

Look for details in weekly e-news and worship guide. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Friday, February 12 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 
Join us for a catered DINNER followed by a time to gather, dream, and 

discern. Nursery and children’s activities provided. Donations welcome. 
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Lenten Study Groups… 

THE WILL OF GOD: This study will examine the book written by The Reverend Leslie 

Weatherhead, during World War II.  The book is composed of his five sermons 

preached at the time to assist parishioners in the understanding of the will of 

God during war and times of doubt, pain, and fear. 

Leader:  Elizabeth Howe / Location:  The Howe’s, 203 Fern Creek Drive, Flat Rock 

Meeting Time:  Mondays, 6:00-7:30 pm  Dates: February 22 – March 21 

Bring a brown bag dinner and Elizabeth will supply drinks and sweets. 

 

WALKING WITH GOD THROUGH PAIN AND SUFFERING: The question of why God 

would allow pain and suffering in the world has vexed Christians and non-

Christians for millennia. Timothy Keller takes on this enduring issue and shows that 

there is meaning and reason behind our pain and suffering, making a forceful 

and ground-breaking case that this essential part of the human experience can 

be overcome only by understanding our relationship with God. 

Leader:  Michael Lee / Location:  PBC Fellowship Hall, Light fare provided. 

Meeting Time:  Mondays, 6:30-8:30pm Start Date:  February 15 

 
APOLOGETICS: This class will cover topics that will help us overcome our disbelief 

when times are tough and help us to explain our faith to others. Topics will 

include – Is there free will? If God is all good and powerful, why does he let such 

awful things happen? Is the universe created just for us or is it just chance? We 

will read some essays, watch some short videos and discuss. 

Leader:  Dave Lambert / Location:  Providence House 

Meeting Time:  Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm Start Date:  February 16 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: This study will take a look at the Lord’s Prayer, by looking at it 

in Aramaic, the spoken language of Jesus.  We will first focus on the words and 

their layers of meaning.  We will also look at each line of the prayer using a three 

tiered approach:  intellectual, metaphorical, and universal.  Finally, through 

meditation and prayer exercises, we will allow the prayer to speak to us. 

Leader:  Kathleen Lambert / Location:  PBC Fellowship Hall 

Meeting Time:  Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00  Start Date:  February 16 

 
Register online by visiting the church website or visit sign-up in Fellowship Hall. 
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I Am Providence… 
By Ardie Gallant 
 

Elizabeth Howe invited me to Providence, knowing 

that I was looking for a church home where there 

was a spirit of seeking. I’m so glad she did! Having 

studied my way out of legalism about midway 

through my life, I find the strong foundation coupled 

with open hearts refreshing and nurturing, but also at 

times challenging. It’s a great combination. One of the things that indicated 

early that I was in the right place was the Free For All on Tuesday mornings. It 

says so much about the pastors, the people, and the attitude! Simplicity and 

relationships are dear to me and I have found a willingness to include and 

go deeper.  

 

After providing elderly care in my home (before there was “assisted living”) 

so I could stay home when my children were little, I spent many years as an 

executive assistant, working for the head of a city public works department 

(where the guys called me Colonel), in a college, and several nonprofits. I 

prefer the behind-the-scenes organization and making others look good. 

Along the way I worked with a printer who mentored and encouraged me 

until I finally set out on my own doing the creative work I love. That turned 

into a business working with other artists providing production and marketing.  

 

Quality words have drawn me since I was a teenager, and my passion for 

the last 40 years has been calligraphy. Now I am privileged to work at home 

doing both calligraphy and graphic design. My portfolio includes wedding 

invitations, posters, book design, logos, ad campaigns, original art, greeting 

cards, conference materials and so much more . . . so much fun! Teaching 

also brings a lot of enjoyment. Sharing simple ways to be creative with 

people who think they aren’t brings me great joy. We are, after all, our 

Father’s children! 

 

Born in Michigan, I’ve also lived in Texas, Northwest Montana, and Minnesota 

before moving to this area to be near my mom and sister. I have three 

children, five grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren scattered all over 

the country.  
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Ministering Around the World… 
From the Missions Team 

God does indeed move in mysterious ways!  Providence has been 

involved in the ministry of Sister Leena Lavanya for a number of years.  

She works in the jungles of central India sharing the love of Christ with 

some of the most forgotten tribes.  We have also partnered with 

HisNets in the past, raising money for life saving mosquito nets.  At the 

end of 2015  Thomas shared with the Missions’ Committee about the 

urgent need to provide nets to India.  And you guessed it:  It was a 

project to partner with Sister Leena! So with the help of another CBF 

church in Florida, Providence and HisNets supplied 2,000 nets to Sister 

Leena.  She reported that due to a malaria epidemic following late-

year rains, “the youngest and oldest were suffering, and many were 

dying.”  So with the nets in hand, Leena went to work immediately 

distributing each net personally in the name of Jesus. Some have 

called Sister Leena the Baptist Mother Teresa.  The truth is, she is a 

fearless missionary, visibly sharing God’s grace with the most 

neglected of India.  What a blessing it is to partner with her!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People living on the river bank, 

Leena included. 

      These nets went to children infected 

with HIV that Leena cares for.

 

 



Weekly Scripture 
*Free For All Verses TBA 

 

Feb 7 

Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

*Luke 4:1-30 

 

Feb 10 Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

Feb 14 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

Romans 10:8b-13 

*Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

 

Feb 21 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

 

Feb 28 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Psalm 63:1-8 

I Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 
 

*Note: at the time of this printing 

some Free For All verses have yet 

to be determined. 

February Birthdays 
  1 Adah Beasley 

  3 Kathie Thomas 

  5 Robert Hudson 

  9 Kaelyn Wilmoth 

13 Bill Strobel 

16 Michelle McClendon 

18 T Thomas 

28 Ashley Newbrough 

28 Lucy Skelton 

 

 
 

IAM DONATIONS 
Food: cereal, powdered milk, 

grits, pork & beans, canned 

vegetables, crackers. 

Clothing: Warm Socks & Coats, 

all sizes needed. 

Place items in the bin near the 

main entrance of the church. 

Large donations & produce may 

be taken directly to IAM.   

 

 

Our Values 

Going to the Other 

Growth 

Hospitality 

Inclusiveness 

Simplicity 

Worship 


